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SUBJECT: CAIRO PRESS ON POSSIBLE ISRAELI INTERVENTION IN LEBANON 

1. CAIRO ARABIC PRESS JANUARY 9 IS SILENT ON ISRAELI MINDEF 
PERES REPORTED WARNING OF POSSIBLE ISRAELI INTERVENTION IN 
LEBANON IN EVENT OE SYRIAN INVASION, ALTHOUGH ENGLISH AND 
FRENCH LANGUAGE PAPERS CARRY WIRE SERVICE ACCOUNTS OF PERES' 
REMARKS. LOCAL PRESS IS MAINTAINING NOTEWORTHY SILENCE ON 
SYRIAN FONMIN FKADDAM'S ALLEGED THREAT TO INTERVENE IN LEBANON 
TO PREVENT PARTITION. ONLY COMMENTARY SO EAR IS GUMHURIYYA'S 
CHARGE (JANUARY 8) THAT KHADDAM HAS SHOWN TRUE AGGRESSIVE COLORS 
AND AKHBAR'S POINTED REMARK (JANUARY 9) THAT SYRIAN PAPERS ARE 
IGNORING KHADDAM STATEMENT. 

2. IN LENGTHY INTERVIEW PUBLISHED ON FRONT PAGE OF AHRAM, 

HOWEVER, ARAB LEAGUE SECGEN MAHMUD RIAN WARNS THAT ISRAEL IS 
PLANNING AGGRESSION TO SEIZE SOUTHERN LEBANON IN ORDER TO TAP 
WATER RESOURCES OF LITANI RIVER. RIAD CHARGES THAT, SINCE 
ISRAEL KNOWS ARAB STATES ARE NOT PLANNING TO ATTACK HER, 

ISRAEL IS SEEKING TO EXPLOIT CURRENT "IMBALANCE" IN AREA 

AS EXCUSE TO LAUNCH ITS AGGRESSION WITH SUPPORT OP WORLD 
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OPINION AND A CERTAIN "BIG POWER". RIAD ESTIMATES IT 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

WOULD TAKE ISRAEL ABOUT HALE HOUR TO RREACH LITANI, AND 
CHARGES THAT ISRAELI RAIDS AND INCURSIONS IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON ARE PART OE HER DESIGN TO DEPOPULATE THE AREA. 

ARAB OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN INTERVENTION WOULD BE 
PREFERABLE TO ISRAELI INTERVENTION, SAYS RIAD, SINCE AT 
LEAST FORMER WOULD SOME DAY COME TO END. 
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